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thought, that I now had him actually in Caledonia. Mr. Scott's amiable manners, and attachment to our Socrates, at once united me to him. He told me that, before I came in, the Doctor had unluckily had a bad specimen of Scottish cleanliness1. He then drank no fermented liquor. He asked to have his lemonade made sweeter; upon which the waiter, with his greasy fingers, lifted a lump of sugar, and put it into it. The Doctor, in indignation, threw it out of the window. Scott said, he was afraid- he would have knocked the waiter down. Mr. Johnson told me, that such another trick was played him at the house of a lady in Paris2. He was to do me the honour to lodge under my roof. I regretted sincerely that I had not also a room for Mr. Scott. Mr. Johnson and I walked arm-in-arm up the High-street, to my house in James's court3: it was a dusky night: I
1  Boswell writing of Scotland says:—' In the last age it was the common practice in the best families for all the company to eat milk, or pudding, or any other dish that is eat with a spoon, not by distributing the contents of the dish into small plates round the table, but by every person dipping his spoon into the large platter; and when the fashion of having a small plate for each guest was brought from the continent by a young gentleman returned from his travels, a good old inflexible neighbour in the country said, " he did not see anything he had learnt but to take his broth twice."   Nay, in our own remembrance, the use of a carving knife was considered as a novelty; and a gentleman of ancient family and good literature used to rate his son, a friend of mine, for introducing such a foppish superfluity.'—London Mag. 1778, p. 199.
2  See ante, ii. 462.   Johnson, in describing Sir A. Macdonald's house in Sky, said :—' The Lady had not the common decencies of her tea-table ; we picked up our sugar with our fingers.'   Piozsi Letters, i. 138.
3  Chambers says that 'James's Court, till the building of the New